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Expect the best, plan for the worst, and prepare to be sur-
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Membership
JSP (regular) 46
JSP (student/postdoc) 13
JSP (associate) 1
JSP (highschool student) 1
Non-member (Japan) 18
Subtotal 79
KSOP (regular) 20
KSOP (student/postdoc) 28
Non-member (Korea) 6
Subtotal 54
Other countries 18
Total 151
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Organizing Committee (JSP team):

Toshinobu Suzaki (Kobe University), Terue Harumoto (Nara
Women’s University), Ryo Hoshina (Nagahama Institute of
Bio-Science and Technology), Mayumi Sugiura (Nara Wom-
en’s University), Mikihiko Arikawa (Kochi University), Ma-

doka Kitakawa (Kobe University), Chisato Yoshimura (Kobe
University), Kisaburo Nagamune (National Institute of Infec-
tious Diseases), Masashi M. Hayakawa (Kobe University),
Euki Yazaki (RIKEN).

Organizing Committee (KSOP team):

Hwan Su Yoon (Sungkyunkwan University), Jong Soo Park
(Kyungpook National University), JunMo Lee (Kyungpook
National University).
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Single-cell DNA metabarcoding and in situ imaging
reveal the symbiosis of Rhizaria (Phaeodaria and
Radiolaria)

Yasuhide Nakamura (Shimane University)

I am really honored to be awarded this great prize. Our
study focused on Rhizaria (Radiolaria and Phaeodaria),
whose biological information was still wrapped in mystery.
The taxonomic composition of the symbionts was revealed
for each rhizarian species by the single-cell DNA metabar-
coding, and “Rhizarian rider phenomenon”, the symbiotic
association between Rhizaria and Crustacea, was discovered
by the in situ imaging with underwater camera. The basic
biological knowledge of Rhizaria has been accumulated by
studies in the last decade. However, the large part of their
species diversity and ecology in the natural environment were
still unknown, and there are similar situations for other protist
groups such as ciliates or heliozoans. Future studies on pro-
tists should reveal their information in the natural environ-
ment, and I would like to continue such researches. Finally,
on behalf of all the members of our study, I would like to
express our deep appreciation to the organizers and partici-
pants of this fantastic meeting and to everyone who supported
us.

Joint Meeting of the Japan Society of
Protistology and Korean Society of
Protistologists (Kobe2020)
November 22-23, Online from Japan

Best Presentation Award

For the Paper

Single-cell DNA metabarcoding and in situ
imaging reveal the symbiosis of Rhizaria
(Phaeodaria and Radiolaria)

By
Yasuhide Nakamura

Toshinobu Suzaki
The Organizer of Kobe2020
23 November, 2020

Dr. Nakamura and his award certificate

Evolutionary history of mitochondrial genomes in Dis-
coba, including the extreme halophile Pleurostomum
flabellatum (Heterolobosea)

Khaoula Ettahi (Sungkyunkwan University)

If there is a common theme that runs from grade school to
grad school, it is to see the fruits of our sincerity and hard
work. Some might argue that the reward of our work is more
constitutional and vital than any award we receive for it. In
addition to this indoctrination, psychologists of our era left no
stone unturned in penning down a plethora of articles about
being content with our internal validation. I agree with the
most part but we as humans always enjoy appreciation and
recognition of our work. When one puts their heart to some-
thing it always feels great to know that their best efforts were
good enough.

My joy knew no bounds when I was awarded for my
presentation in the successful Joint online meeting of Japan
Society of Protistology and Korean Society of Protistolo-
gists that underwent on November 22™ and 23", 2020. I felt
truly humbled upon receiving the award among such luminar-
ies of my research field. Please, accept my deepest thanks for
appreciating my two cents towards protistology in the best
possible manner. In trying times as these, when the plague
has engulfed our world, glad tidings and positivity are more
important than ever to keep our boats afloat. Speaking of
COVID, it was my first time attending an online conference,
and now I have an award to say that it went fairly well. It tru-
ly motivates me to further nourish, nurture and hone my
skills. Thank you for your generous support and recognition.

The work I presented revolved around a remarkable “salt-
loving” protist (Pleurostomum  flabellatum). As you
know, “salt-loving” organisms require salinity much greater
than that of seawater for growth. Protists with this property
were referred to as “obligate halophiles”. Many protists found
in hypersaline habitats belong to the Heterolobosea group.
They differ in response to various salinity levels and are not
monophyletically clustered. That makes heterolobosean halo-
philes relevant in understanding the evolutionary process of
heterolobosean P. flabella-
tum grows in the utmost salinity, ranging between 200 and

eukaryotic halophiles. The

313 ppt, and has been documented to be a lineage of anaero-
bic heteroloboseids. In this work, we assembled and analyzed
the first mitochondrial genome of P. flabellatum and showed
that is potentially microaerophilic rather than anaerobic, with
an unusual mitochondrial structure due to its resistance to low
-oxygen conditions prevailing under extreme hypersalinity.
Further analysis of the transcriptome and nuclear genome of
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this organism will help elucidate the functions of this orga-
nelle within the cell, and these examinations may provide
useful insights into generating energy under suboxic condi-
tions.

Finally, once again, on behalf of our research group here at
Sungkyunkwan University I want to extend my heartfelt grat-
itude for the award. It was a pleasurable experience and we
hope to collude and collaborate with you again in our future
endeavors.

Ultrastructure and function of the kinetocyst in the
centrohelid heliozoon Raphidiophrys contractilis

Yumeng Wan (Kobe University)

Every time I see this certificate, I think of the joy and ex-
citement of winning the prize.

It is a great honor to win the prize in this seminar. It is a
very valuable experience for me because participants from
different countries can have academic communication
through online form, different research ideas can collide with
each other also. At the same time, after understanding the
speaker's research, the teachers and students can provide the
speaker new research ideas, which is very helpful to their next

research step. To be able to win such a meaningful seminar’s
prize is not expected before, so I feel very honored. I would
also like to thank all the teachers and students who have done
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approval of me.
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